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A ZEALOUS START 
  
We glorify God who works in us to will and to work according to His good pleasure (Phil. 2:13). God 
energizes us to be zealous by providing all spiritual blessings in Christ that will increase our love and 
gratitude for Him. 
  
Because of the grace of our dear Father, we rejoice in our salvation when we are new Christians. We 
have zeal to convert the world in the excitement of what we have just found. Sadly, over time, the love 
of many grows cold. For many, the new year provokes an awareness that we can start over with 
renewal. The Lord provides a chance for us to start over and to renew our zeal at any and all times. 
  
We thank the Lord for the opportunity to have a new, zealous start as a congregation at Highway 5. We 
share the desire to be closer to the Lord and to one another. We desire the be known throughout Saline 
County for our love, truth, and faith. We are committed to letting our lights shine so that people are 
drawn to the Lord. May the Lord bless our efforts to glorify Him. 
  
BENTON 
   
On the first Lord’s Day of the year, we met to make more plans for evangelizing the lost and edifying the 
brethren. We finished the month with another business meeting on the fifth Sunday, which is our 
regular schedule. We put several proposals into practice, and we have yet to see what the long-term 
outcome may be. However, most of the members are more enthused. The men are taking more 
opportunities to teach lessons on Sunday evenings, and the lessons are focused on increasing church 
activity and spiritual growth by personal involvement and personal evangelism. We still need better 
organization to become more effective. 
  
Attendance was down in January. Carol married a Christian from another congregation, so she attends 
with Billy. Several members were absent because they are caring for other members. Ruby has to tend 
to her son Roy, and the Barger’s take turns taking care of Mildred B. My wife Ellen spends much time 
with Mildred P., since Mildred has no family. All the members have pitched in to help the Roebuck’s 
after Rachel’s surgery. 
  
I gained two new studies in January. Both were with men I had previously taught. Both called me the 
same week asking for a study. I started studying with Essex J. on Saturday, and Joey S. on Thursday. I 
also study with Chad B. (Institutionalism), DeRoache J. (Pentecostalism), Tony O. (The Church), Richard 
(First Principles), Lula M. (The Church), the Johnson family (Old Testament History), Mt. Carmel 
Retirement Center (Ephesians), Mildred P. (2 Samuel), the Dickerson family (Exodus). Ellen teaches the 
ladies class once a month and offers a second study each month for those who miss. 
  
We average about eight each week at Mt. Carmel retirement village. We are studying Philippians. Most 
people in the class are Christians, but we do have some who have denominational backgrounds who 
come once in a while. Earl R., one of the regular students passed away, but we gained a couple of new 
people. One student invited the preacher where he worships to attend, and he came once. I hope to see 
him again soon. 
  
On Sunday mornings, I am finishing lessons from the wisdom literature, and the adult Sunday morning 
class is finishing the Book of Ecclesiastes. The many practical lessons have been useful and appreciated. 
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We are giving the men more opportunities to speak in the evenings, letting two different ones give short 
talks on the first and third Sunday evenings. Boyce and his son have really stepped up, and we are all 
encouraged. 
  
I help Don McLain with the 65th Street church’s live call-in radio program every day except Monday. A 
new personal home study will prevent me from helping on Wednesdays. Besides the home Bible studies, 
radio work, and preaching, I write the articles for our weekly bulletin.  
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
Dan Peters will be making a trip to Romania soon. He is preaching in Bradley, AR. We met so that I could 
give him all my written Romanian material. He will digitize it and give me digital PDF files as well as the 
original paper materials, so it is a “win-win” for all concerned. It was good to see him, and I pray that he 
will have a fruitful work in Romania. 
  
I am overwhelmed by all the new opportunities that the Lord has given me, and much of it was possible 
because of the Lord’s provision through you to support me and give me the time to teach so many 
people in personal studies throughout the week. I thank God for you and your fellowship with me. I am 
excited about the new year. Let us all work fervently and pray fervently for the will of the Lord to be 
done through us.  
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