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A STRONG FINISH  
  
Let us praise our great God and loving Father Who has saved us and has given us all spiritual blessings in 
Christ! He has begun a good work in us, and we pray that He will continue to perfect it until Jesus comes 
again, just as Paul expressed to the Philippians (Phil. 1:6). The Lord enabled us to finish the year stronger 
than we began it, and we are very excited for 2016. 
  
As we draw closer to the Lord and stir up love and good works among each other, we are confident that 
the Lord will bless us with spiritual growth, and we hope that He will add lost souls to His kingdom 
through our efforts.  Thank you for having fellowship in my efforts. Our fellowship in His work is another 
precious blessing from God.  
  
May the Lord bless us all to finish this year even stronger than we finished last year. Our God is God of 
great beginnings, but it is His great finishes that glorify Him most. May we finish strong to His glory.   
  
BENTON 
  
Since the first of December, our attendance has increased. We gained a young couple, Chad and Sarah, 
and Chad’s brother, Seth. Chad and Seth are both sons of Boyce, and their energy and zeal are welcome. 
We had lost a couple of families in the months before December, and had to deal with a couple of young 
families that had marital problems. Several of the older members are still struggling with illness and 
infirmities.  
  
We recently had our quarterly fifth-Sunday business meeting, and we began making plans for next year. 
This had a good effect on everyone involved, so we meet nearly every week in December and even one 
Wednesday evening before classes. We have been serious about making plans for 2016. The people are 
very excited with our plans and desire to organize better. Several are offering to work more with other 
members for the church. We will have to more to discuss at the next meeting at the end of January. 
  
I gained three new studies in December: Chad (Institutionalism), DeRoache (Pentecostalism), Tony (The 
Church). Tony is a spin-off from a contact that Lula made, and DeRoache is a second generation referral 
from another study. The new contacts that I made in October and November did not work out as I had 
hoped. Other studies I have at this time are: Richard (First Principles), Bertha and Linda (Revelation), 
Lula (The Church), the Johnson family (Old Testament History), Mt. Carmel Retirement Center 
(Ephesians), Mildred Prince (2 Samuel), the Dickerson family (Exodus). Ellen teaches the ladies class once 
a month and offers a second study each month for those who miss. 
  
We average about ten each week at Mt. Carmel retirement village. We are in Ephesians. Most people in 
the class are Christians, but we do have a few who have denominational backgrounds who come 
frequently. 
  
On Sunday mornings, I am preaching from the Book of Proverbs, and I am teaching the adult Sunday 
morning class the Book of Ecclesiastes. There are several mini-themes in Proverbs. I finished the 
parenting lessons and have moved on to other themes in Proverbs. These lessons are very well-received. 
The men preach on the second Sunday evening each month, and we have a song service the last Sunday 
evening of every month.  
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I help Don McLain with the 65th Street church’s live call-in radio program every day except Monday. I 
hear from more and more people that they listen. Besides the home Bible studies, radio work, and 
preaching, I write all the articles for our weekly bulletin. I will try to update these materials on the 
website soon (one of the projects discussed in the business meetings).  
  
FELLOW WORKERS 
  
Thank you for your generous and faithful support. Your support is God’s way of providing me time and 
opportunity that I would not have otherwise, and the manner you provide it gives me peace, hope, and 
confidence.  
  
I am thankful to the Lord for all the studies I have and for the new opportunities that have opened up 
recently. We are excited about the prospects for 2016. Pray that we will follow through with all our 
efforts in harmony with the Lord’s will. May the Lord bless you and all your (and our) efforts to reach the 
lost, edify saints, and glorify God. 
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