
Wilsonville church of Christ 
  

10665 SW Wilsonville Rd.    P. O. Box 1022   Wilsonville, OR  97070    (503) 582-0458  
 
 
Fairview Park Church of Christ 
18820 Fairview Park 
Little Rock, AR  72222 
 
May 2, 2020 
 
To the saints of Christ’s church that meets at Fairview Park with the elders and deacons. We send you greetings and 
joy for our common precious faith and hope in the Lord. 
 
I thought last month’s support letter would be a “one off.” When will all of this end?!? 
 
We are still assembling for services. Some time late March most governors issued shut down orders. All three west 
coast states were no exception. The idea was to begin opening back up the first week of May. Some states in the 
mid-west and back east have begun such an opening. Not so in the very blue state west coast. It was some high 
ranking official in the Clinton administrations that said “Never let a crisis go to waste.” Well, the three governors 
have taken that message to heart. I am afraid they will milk this shutdown until the proverbial cow is dried up. 
 
The point of that observation is that church services are still technically banned as large group gatherings. While we 
still assemble, the continued shutdown maintains a cloud of risk upon us. Additionally, as long as the pandemic is 
said to continue, I’ll spare you my thoughts on that, we have members that will not attend, due to fear. 
 
Last Sunday as I pulled into the church building’s parking lot, a sheriff’s deputy’s car was in the middle of the lot. I 
was taken aback and wondered why. Was it because someone “ratted” us off? Then again, one member noted that 
during the week awhile back they began congregating in our lot to chat with each other or catch up on paperwork. I 
pulled up to the car to ask if there was a problem and there was not. The deputy was just catching up. He asked me if 
he had permission to park in our lot (yes, in the greater Portland area the police “need” to ask this, as I learned when 
I was a deputy sheriff up here). I assured him that he was welcome and then decided to tell him we would have 
services shortly, but were small in number and practiced social distancing. He replied that that was not a concern of 
his unless someone made an issue of it by complaining. What a relief! I do understand that every deputy may not be 
of the same mind. 
 
I am aware of many congregations across the country engaging in “virtual church services.” I fully appreciate the 
logistics problems larger congregations have of social distancing in a building even if in place services are desired. 
Additionally, most if not all congregations have begun the at home Lord’s Supper practices. I wholly appreciate 
each congregation has a decision to make regarding this. What concerns me is how past practice is so easily 
discarded as if the principle may be usurped by the circumstances. I have seen some preachers, on YouTube, 
offering jaw dropping exegesis of scripture to justify their particular decision that I suspect would never be offered 
in other circumstances, e.g .tornado, hurricane, earthquake, flooding, power grid failure, etc. I wonder where all this 
is headed. What will happen when the next big deal comes along? These are indeed uncertain times, but are they that 
unique to mankind’s history? Is it today’s advanced technology that makes the difference? Time will tell. 
 
We had a baptism two weeks ago. A member’s brother finally came around. I am glad we were there and able to 
help him begin his new spiritual journey. He lives around seventy miles away, but has driven up here last Sunday. 
There are certainly closer congregations, even in Oregon, but we are glad to see him. 
 
We are all still Covid-19 free. We have been gratefully blessed. It is my fervent prayer that your congregation’s 
members have escaped this as well. If not, that they be restored to their health expeditiously and wholly. 
 
I will never cease to thank you for your continued support for me and my work. May God continue His blessings on 
your members and the work in Little Rock.  
 
In Christ, 
 
Kevin R. Fermenick, 
a gospel preacher 


