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To the saints of Christ’s church that meets at Fairview Park with the elders and deacons. We send you greetings and 
joy for our common precious faith and hope in the Lord. 
 
My April support letter will certainly be different from my others. My wife and I travelled to Texas for a couple of 
weeks early this month. If we only knew then what we know now! The trip was for a few reasons, but one was to 
bring back one of my wife’s sisters who is suffering from a hallucinatory dementia. The plan was to keep her for a 
month to allow her daughter the freedom to apply for Medicaid and look for a care facility that will take her mother. 
She is quite a handful and can be rather difficult at times. Her needs are really surpassing her daughter’s ability to 
care for her. Well, we have our hands full now. This was planned before the country went crazy. Now the fat’s in the 
fire, so to speak, and her daughter may not be able to come get her as planned. The trip was uneventful and 
enjoyable and it was good to visit with the saints in Lubbock. It wasn’t until we were returning home (we drove) that 
we began to see that this flu season was quite extraordinary.  
 
We are free from this virus as are all the congregation’s members. Nevertheless other issues arose in our absence. 
While we were in Texas a freak snow storm came (usually the snow at valley level is done by the end of February) 
which caused some disruption in that Sunday’s service. They were able to meet in the afternoon. 
 
We are still assembling for services. In Oregon, as with most states now, we are under a shut down order. The 
governor has not exempted religious services. I have heard of other congregations cancelling all services, but we 
will not be numbered among them. We are meeting only once on Sunday for now but will not stop that because of 
the state order. We’ll deal with the knock on the door by a deputy sheriff if and when it comes. Our meeting only 
once is because many of our members are elderly and some are staying home, not just from services but from 
everything. Others are ill with colds etc. and still others have underlying health compromises, so even though we 
still assemble on Sunday, there are not many of us there. Additionally, while I am not afraid of defying an order that 
appears to forbid us from assembling (in general terms of groups getting together for any purpose) I see no point in 
going out of our way to antagonize the authorities into acting when they might turn a blind eye otherwise. As long as 
we accomplish what the first century church accomplished by command, example and necessary inference we are 
being faithful to our Lord. I look forward to getting back to normal soon though. 
 
Today, I was phoning our members to see who was intending on attending services Sunday. One sister who was not 
present last Sunday, for precautionary reasons, said she was not there last week to stay well, then added, “But my 
soul was not well. My soul needs to be there.” She said she would be there Sunday. Her words warmed my heart 
beyond verbal expression. Another family that is suffering from colds said they were studying their Bible lessons 
together to keep up. These are some of the reasons I so strongly believe in the work in Wilsonville. 
 
I pray that the members of Fairview Park are avoiding this virus. While hundreds and thousands more have died 
from other flus over the past few decades, this one has everyone upside down and no flu is benign. Every case can 
lead to pneumonia which is what usually kills you in these cases. I have not heard of any brethren coming down 
with this virus but I would not be surprised if some do. Praying for our state and national leaders is certainly 
appropriate as well. 
 
As always, I thank you for your continued support for me and my work. Your support is always viewed in humble 
appreciation.   I continue praying to God for His blessings on your members and the work in Little Rock. May you 
continue being a blessing in good works for the kingdom of our Lord and Savior, the Christ. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Kevin R. Fermenick, 
a gospel preacher 


