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I pray this letter finds you all doing well. This has been a tough battle for many 
around our area in regards to conforming our lives as best we can to these new 
standards/recommendations due to Covid-19. The faith of many has been 
challenged and we were no exception. I have a hard time putting it into words 
without it sounding bad but for us, we all agreed that what we decided to do was 
beneficial for the work here in Monticello.  
 
Because we are a small group, our plan was to only have one service per week. 
We would meet for our bible class and worship assembly on Sunday mornings 
only and have continued to do so thus far. We have canceled Sunday and 
Wednesday evening assembling due to what was being recommended at the 
time. We encouraged everybody that did come to practice social distancing, wash 
hands, wear masks, do not shake hands, etc. Since we have people who drive 
from other towns, we did our best to make everyone aware that we did not want 
to jeopardize anyone’s health so if they did not feel safe in coming to services 
then we completely understood. For the most part, our attendance was steady 
other than when one of our young men went to preach at another congregation 
in Pine Bluff, AR.  
 
Several changes have been forced upon us due to Covid-19. Changes in our 
meeting times obviously being one of them. Another change that was made was 
not being able to do our monthly service with those at Chapel Ridge Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Warren, AR where our sister Betty Colvin lives. I hope this 
makes sense but for a while, sister Betty was doing so good. Every time we visited 
with her; she would always have a smile on her face. She never complained about 
anything and most of all, would give me words of encouragement each time we 
visited. Due to covid-19, we were no longer able to go see her or anyone out 
there. There for a while, nobody could get in touch with her and we began to 
become concerned because she has her own phone in her room. We were not 
sure what happened. Her daughter finally got in touch with some of the brethren 
and noted that she has been in the hospital with complications. Call me crazy but 
it almost seems like her world (like many) came to a halt and her health declined 
rapidly because she was basically locked in a room without being able to visit with 
anyone. Just until recently, they finally allowed her daughters to visit her outside 
of her window with it cracked open about 1-2 inches and that is it. I think about 
this and it helps put things into perspective for me when I complain about 
something going on. Regardless if it is a minor or major issue, there are people 



Lee Elkins 
May 2020 Report 

who have had their lives turned upside down literally. I can’t imagine what it must 
be like for those who have loved ones pass away during all of this mess.  
 
While many things have been put on hold, not all has been bad. Our Sunday 
morning Bible class in Revelation has been going strong and I am very much 
enjoying that study. Many do not believe this to be true but as the teacher of the 
class, I feel like I am getting more out of the class than anyone. I hope that 
doesn’t sound bad as if nobody in the class is studying but not only am I getting 
information through my own study in leading the class, but the comments and 
questions in class helps clarify my own questions that I may have had. Never 
underestimate the importance of having a good discussion in class between 
members and teacher. Our study in Isaiah has been put on hold temporarily until 
we begin meeting on Wednesday evenings again.  
 
I recently met a young man that works as an Arkansas State Trooper out of Troop 
E in Jefferson County. We haven’t been able to visit as much as I would like due to 
the nature of our work, but we have discussed some things regarding the local 
church. He kept mentioning that he would preach sometimes and then he 
mentioned that he was a member of the Church of Christ. After some discussion, 
he stated that he was part of the “One Cup” church. We haven’t focused too 
heavily on that specific topic yet in our discussions, but I do feel that we will 
eventually address that as we are able to talk about it more. He is from the 
northwest part of Arkansas so he is not too familiar with this part of Arkansas. The 
nearest “One Cup” church in our area is somewhere in Little Rock and then 
possibly Strong, AR which is down towards El Dorado (southern Arkansas). The 
young man stated that he was wanting to find somewhere to worship locally in 
Jefferson County because there are times that he cannot leave the county if he is 
on call. I was thankful that we got to have this discussion because then I got to tell 
him about the local church that meets at Highway 79 in Pine Bluff. They actually 
have some members there who at one point were members of the “One Cup” 
group that was in Pine Bluff many years ago. I was able to reach out to the 
preacher there at Highway 79 and get some contact information for this young 
man. I am hoping that he will take the opportunity to go visit with them. I know 
he is more comfortable with a “One Cup” group but I believe that with some 
study, he will come around. Of course, I would love for him to come visit us in 
Monticello, but we are in a different county so that would not be beneficial for 
him.  
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I wanted to take the time to give a shout out to two brothers who have done 
some tremendous work in providing online resources for others to utilize in their 
studies, myself included. One being brother Jeff Hamilton that operates the La 
Vista Church of Christ website. The other being brother Mark Copeland that 
operates the site Executable Outlines. I haven’t been able to have face to face 
studies with anyone other than my family and then the one time we meet as a 
group on Sunday mornings. The few times that I would have a short discussion 
with people, I would be able to offer them free material through the efforts of 
those men who have made their websites very user friendly and accessible. 
Obviously, there are plenty of others who does the same thing but those are the 
ones that I utilize myself in my own studies and I just wanted to share some of the 
resources I use for my own study.  
 
My wife and I are working on material where we plan on doing a weekly live 
stream broadcast addressing different topics ranging from dating, marriage, and 
raising children. We may expand our list of topics, but we are wanting to share 
our experiences with others by being able to give references from the Bible for 
others. Our plan is to have our first broadcast the first week of July on Facebook. 
Ever since covid-19 many local churches, preachers, and others have started these 
types of broadcasts for others to watch. We are hoping that we can reach out to 
some of our friends locally who might watch something live versus sitting down 
face to face for a study.  
 
We recently had to have our outside a/c unit replaced as the condenser went out. 
Luckily enough for us, it has not been too hot, we have only been meeting once 
per week, and we rent the building so no out of pocket expense.  
 
I am thankful that I am afforded the opportunity to work with the local church in 
Monticello. This made possible by not only the brethren here locally, it is also 
because of you all who have continued to support me. My family and I are very 
appreciative of your support and pray that everything is going good for you all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


