
Lee Elkins 
September 2019 Report 

 
I pray that this letter finds you all doing well. I hope that this will allow you to better understand how 
things are going here in Monticello. This letter will cover the past three months, August, September, and 
October. I will explain below why I am putting three months into one letter. 
  
To keep this short without diving into all the details as some things we are still unsure of, Sarah’s dad 
does not have much longer to live. He had a liver transplant in August. Originally, the transplant team 
thought that everything went well but two weeks after his transplant, complications started. I do not 
claim to know everything that I am about to type but from my understanding, he was diagnosed with 
GVHD which is the liver that was given to him is rejecting his body. There is no timeline but there have 
already been several instances where we have all been called in to say our final good-byes and then he 
begins to do better. Between his transplant with major complications and my mother’s heart surgery 
(aortobifemoral bypass) our spare time has not been so spare. Sarah and I are both exhausted and we 
feel like we have been neglecting our boys because we have had to drop them off at our neighbors’ 
houses, members’ who attend church here, and have them take them to practices, games, and school. I 
feel that at times recently, I have neglected my work, but the brethren here have been very encouraging 
and have stepped up to help us. The plus side to my father in law is that he has now recently become 
more interested in studying about the Gospel. He was raised Baptist, after being married he attended a 
Catholic church, and over the past 10 years has not attended anywhere. Previous attempts to study with 
him were met with “not right now” or “not interested” responses. Some may see this as a last second 
ploy to make sure that they get into Heaven but that is not for me to judge. I am just glad that he is now 
seeking the truth. We are still working around basic issues, but our study times are short due to how ill 
he is. Depending on if he is in Little Rock at the Hospital or in Rison, where they live, I may drive up 
between 45 minutes to 80 minutes to only be able to have a few moments with him before he tires out. 
He gets tired very easily and sometimes has small hallucinations. To wrap this thought up and not to 
drag this on, I ask that you pray for us. While my father in law is showing some interest in learning the 
truth, my mother has met my pleas with a resounding “not interested” and has flat out told me word for 
word “I know where I am going and nothing is going to change”. This is not a recent thing; this has been 
an on-going trend since I can remember. So again, I ask that you pray for us as we continue to deal with 
these situations, my wife especially. 
  
Regarding the work going on here at the local church. Our Bible classes have been going very well. Our 
Sunday morning adult class is still in 1 Timothy and our Wednesday evening class is still in Isaiah. The 
Bible classes for the children have been following the guideline book “Discovering God’s Ways” series. 
We are in search of a new study guide for the children’s classes once they finish so if anyone has any 
suggestions; feel free to contact me if you have any recommendations. We utilize One Stone Resources 
for most of our material needs. 
  
Our attendance has taken a hit recently. One couple, the Wilson’s, who comes from Crossett has been 
missing for some time because of illness. He has been through three rounds of antibiotics and has yet to 
have very much relief at all. Last Sunday, Oct 27th was the first time they had attended since September 
because of how sick he has been. Another family, the Ashcraft family, has not attended at all since the 
middle of September. We have been making attempts to find out why but there has always been an 
excuse given as to why they could not make it. Most of the time it was “one of our kids are sick” yet 
when you run into them at Wal-Mart on Sunday afternoon and see that their kids is not in fact ill, you 
begin to question whether or not they are being truthful. It is discouraging when these things happen 
because they are having to lie in order to avoid the truth. We plan to keep working with them to 
encourage them. They are still dealing with the stress of having to move their home because the 
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landowner where their home sits wants them gone and they are struggling financially. I was thinking 
that it was their vehicle situation, but their vehicle is now fixed. A preacher from one of the local 
Churches of Christ in Star City, AR did reach out to me a few weeks ago asking if they were members 
here in Monticello and I told him “yes, but they have been missing for awhile.”. He stated that they had 
visited with them on one Sunday morning but have not been back since. This particular group that they 
visited is a “no bible class” group. At one point, they were one cup/one loaf but they have since changed 
their views on that over the years if I understand their history correctly. 
  
Our building continues to have work done on it. The owner has been doing tons of repairs and it is 
looking wonderful. The list of things left to do is to replace all the lighting inside and out, replace the 
drop-in ceiling, repaint the walls, and possibly replace the carpet. There will be before and after pictures 
once everything is completed. 
  
We continue to go to the Chapel Woods Nursing Home and Rehabilitation center in Warren, AR every 
first Sunday of each month to meet with one of our dear sisters who used to attend here in Monticello. 
She is not capable of leaving the facility anymore without special equipment so we try to go out there as 
often as we can to visit with her, study with her, and to encourage her. The first Sunday of each month is 
our “official time” set by the Activity Director where we can utilize the Chapel. This has worked out well 
for us because there are usually visitors who will come in to sing and study with us. We have been doing 
this for almost three years. We are hopeful that we are able to obtain an additional Sunday afternoon 
each month but have not been able to do so. 
  
My lesson plans for the past few months are below. The dates may seem funny but the reason that 
some are preached multiple times were because I was scheduled to preach at other local churches. On 
August 6th and 7th, I was invited to preach at a gospel meeting at the Hepburn Ave Church of Christ in 
Pine Bluff, AR. I always enjoy meeting with the brethren there. Some of my earliest memories come 
from Hepburn Ave when my grandfather preached there. Being able to worship with them and preach 
there is very encouraging and uplifting. On September 22nd, I was invited to preach by the Fairview Park 
Church of Christ in Little Rock, AR. Their evangelist was preaching at the Highway 79 Church of Christ in 
Pine Bluff, AR so that gave me an opportunity to go visit there once again. It was very encouraging to see 
all the familiar faces, including my Aunt and Uncle, Don and Linda West. It was also great to see all the 
new faces there as well. I am thankful that I am afforded the opportunity to witness their hard work and 
to be able to work with them. 
  
Work of a Local Church: Edification: Aug 6th, 11th 
True Love Admonishes: Aug 7th, 18th 
God Will Uproot: Aug 25th 
The Fear and Faith of the Thief: Sept 1st 
What If I Fail?: Sept 8th, 22th 
When Jesus Said No: Sept 15th, 22th 
Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All: Sept 29th 
Contending Earnestly For The Faith: Oct 6th 
Am I My Brother’s Keeper?: Oct 13th 
Shall Your Brethren Go To War While You Sit: Oct 20th 
Angry Words, O Let Them Never: Oct 27th 
  
Once things begin to slow down for us where we are not having to travel so much going back and forth 
between here and the hospital, my goal is to create a theme each month for the next year, 2020. I am 
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wanting to see if this will help my study efforts and possibly allow me to be better prepared in my 
lessons. 
  
These past few months have been rough on us all. As I finish writing this letter, Sarah is on her way to 
Little Rock to sit with her dad as she normally does almost every day. The days where she does not go to 
Little Rock, she is not her usual self because she is under a lot of pressure. We decided that we would sit 
our boys down to tell them about everything and that went about as good as it could. We are very much 
in need of prayers. I am in the process of creating a new study/work plan for the upcoming year in hopes 
that this will help me in my work. 
  
I pray that this letter finds you all doing good. I am very thankful for your continued thoughts, support, 
and prayers. Thank you all for allowing me to preach the gospel. 
 
Lee Elkins 
 


