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To the brethren 
  
I would like to begin this letter by making it known that I am thankful for your patience regarding my 
update letter this past month. This letter is one that I have had a very difficult time writing. The fact that 
you all have continued to work with me and support me for all this time has helped me in being able to 
write this letter. Before I continue, I want to make it known that I have been keeping you all in my 
prayers and I hope that this letter finds you all doing well.  
  
February and March had some ups and downs health wise for our family. My wife, Caleb, and I have 
been doing well. I am not able to say the same about Logan and Nathaniel. Nathaniel seemed to catch 
everything that went around here in Monticello. One-week Logan and Nathaniel both had a stomach 
virus. They recover but then Nathaniel ends up coming down with strep throat. After being on 
antibiotics for one week, he has a few days of what seems to be “normal” and then he gets sick again. 
This time he has the flu. This was tough on us because while he had strep throat and the flu, we had to 
send Caleb to Pine Bluff to stay with some relatives so he would not get sick. This was especially tough 
on my wife because she was not ready for him to be gone for such long periods of time. We were 
thankful that he had somewhere to go because if he got sick, he probably would have gone to the 
hospital. When Nathaniel was diagnosed with the flu, his doctor wrote a prescription for all of us to take 
Tamiflu. We thought this would help but Logan ended up getting sick with the flu a few short days after 
Nathaniel started. Again, Nathaniel and Logan both had two rough months between February and 
March, but they are both doing much better now. 
  
As a side note, Logan’s birthday was March 17th, he turned 10 years old. We took him to Hot Springs to 
visit the Mid-America Science Museum the Saturday before his birthday. We all enjoyed the trip as it 
was something different for us to do. Usually we would have birthday parties, but it got to the point 
where it was more work on us than having fun.  
  
The local church here in Monticello has not seen much change over the past two months other than our 
Wednesday evening Bible study transitioning into a new study. We were finally able to wrap up the 
book of Leviticus. We asked everyone what study they would like to do next and it was agreed upon that 
we would begin a study in the book of Isaiah. The plan is for brother Robbie Baughn to teach the class, 
but I will be ready to fill in or take over the class if anything happens. This is going to help me because 
sometimes it is nice being able to sit in a class and listen for a change. Our attendance has not been as 
regular as other times because of illnesses going around. As mentioned above, two members of our 
family have been sick for several weeks. The Ashcraft family has missed several services due several of 
their family members being very sick as well. They too have been battling strep throat and the flu within 
their household.  
  
In other news regarding the local work, we are continuing to work with a young man, Jacob, who started 
coming a couple months ago. He tries his best to be at all the services as his schedule permits. Since he 
is a music major at UAM, he performs in several different ensembles, so he does have a busy schedule 
from time to time. It is encouraging to see that he is taking initiative in wanting to learn more about the 
Gospel and as he puts it, “with much more consistency”. While we are not perfect, he appreciates the 
fact that we simply use the Bible for what we do. From my perspective, it is a breath of fresh air when 
meeting a younger person who desires to have this type of attitude. We are praying that he will decide 
to obey the Gospel.  
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To the unfortunate news. I was doing well at the Arkansas Fire Academy. I was passing all my physical 
and written tests with good grades. Near the end of the second week of what is known as “Rookie” 
school, I strained my right hamstring. In some instances, this was not a problem but when trying to do 
the confined space training, it made it extremely difficult. I was using my left leg for the most part to 
push myself through the confine space training which was already hard to begin with. Not being able to 
see and in a very tight space is not a natural place to be in. It is mostly a mental issue with people, but it 
does require some physical strength in order to crawl out of those tight spaces. The Arkansas Fire 
Academy instructors and deputy director were very accommodating because they wanted to make sure 
that I didn’t seriously injure my leg. My fire chief, however, was not accommodating. He felt that I was 
faking and that if I did not pass the confined space training then he would terminate me. This is what 
made this so difficult to deal with. There are plenty of employees at our department who were sent to 
the Fire Academy twice because they failed out. I am not sure why my fire chief felt that I was faking an 
injury because I never gave him a reason to. After having a weekend of being able to rehab my 
hamstring, my doctor cleared me because the swelling went down in my hamstring. I went to finish up 
my confined space training and was not able to finish. They have two different buildings that are set up 
for confined space training. Neither one of them are big but as I was finishing up the second building, my 
right hamstring locked up on me. I was not able to utilize my right leg at all because of how painful it 
was. I kept crawling through the different props as much as I could and then the next thing I knew, I was 
outside on oxygen. The instructors knew that had my leg not been injured that I would have been fine. 
They have a protocol that they must follow so they said to heal up and come back the next class because 
they still had several slots opened in the next class. I did not tell them what my fire chief had said 
because he had already made his decision. He felt that I was faking so he was going to terminate me and 
that is what happened. March 18th was my last day employed at the Monticello Fire Department. This 
was very discouraging because in instances like these, there is not much I can do about it. Several people 
have told me that I should pursue legal action because the injury was not necessarily my fault. I am not 
saying that I would not have a case, but this told me everything I needed to know about my fire chief. 
For starters, this showed me that I had no job security. If I got on his bad side, he would look for any 
reason to fire me. I am not going to put myself in that stressful situation anymore. Secondly, I would be 
spending more time trying to fight a case in court instead of studying or looking for other work with 
benefits. Sometimes it is better to simply allow what happened to occur and move on gracefully. I am 
very thankful that I had the opportunity, but it did not come without sacrifices. Taking on a full-time job 
where you are on call 24/7 while attempting to do the work of an evangelist is tough. There were times 
where I would have to sacrifice study times because I would be called out while off-duty to respond to 
an emergency. This does not always happen with every full-time job. I have been hitting the pavement 
looking for work that will provide benefits for my family and I have been sending out letters to different 
congregations seeking more outside support. I have heard back from some saying that my application 
has been placed on the hiring officials’ desk for review. Some of the jobs that I have applied for does not 
close until 03/31/19 so I will not hear anything from them until after their application process closes. I 
have not heard back from any individual or local church about outside support yet. I know that this 
process can take time because many local churches have their budgets set for the year. I ask that you 
pray for my family and I during this time.  
  
I have been to the local Department of Human Services office to apply for assistance during my 
transition period between finding outside support or another job to supplement income and benefits. 
They have been extremely helpful and the process has gone smoothly for us so far. I have a form that I 
will attach in a separate email to avoid any confusion. It is an income verification form and all it does is 
show DHS that I have received monthly support from you all. You fill out some of the form, sign and date 
it, then scan it back to me. I will take the form back to the DHS office. My caseworker said that she has 
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had trouble receiving faxes so that is probably the easiest way to get it done. You guys already do so 
much for me so I hate having to ask you to do more but I hope that this is only a temporary necessity 
until I can find another job with benefits. Again, I am very thankful for all your assistance and support.  
  
Minor setbacks happen from time to time. While some of the things that happened were disappointing, 
if I focus on just those things instead of the positive things, then I would drive myself crazy. One door 
may have shut but another door will open. I am very thankful that I had the opportunity, but I am more 
thankful over being able to continue to preach the Gospel. The things in this life are temporary and I 
want to stay focused on the most important thing of all. Eternity will last forever.  
  
I pray that your work continues to grow and do well. I hope to be able to produce better news for you all 
by next month, Lord willing. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me.  
 
--  
Lee Elkins 
 


