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To the brethren 
  
This month is already a busy month for most people due to the holidays. For us, there were several 
surprises that added to our already busy month. Due to the nature of how everything has been going 
on, I ask that you all remain patient with me on the monthly updates. I will do my best to stay on 
schedule going forward but I just wanted to give you all a heads up that these letters might be a few 
days late in the upcoming months. I will further explain in the letter. 
  
Our luck ran out regarding our health in December. Logan dealt with a stomach virus on two different 
occasions. We are confident that he got the virus at school. We all know how unselfish children are with 
their germs. Nathaniel dealt with two ear infections back to back and has now been referred to an ENT 
doctor again to discuss having more tubes put in his ears and a possible tonsillectomy. His appointment 
will be January 7th to discuss his options. Sarah was having a good month and ended up going into labor 
three days early. I was on duty at the Fire Department on December 15th and I received a call around 
6:00 PM from her that her contractions started but they were irregular. Her plan was to keep me 
updated if they started to get more regular. Around 10:00 PM, she contacted a friend of ours and asked 
her to go sit with her just in case her contractions got to the point where she needed to go to the 
hospital. I was working a 24 hour shift and my relief was not scheduled to come in until 7:00 AM the 
next morning. Around 11:30 PM, our friend took Sarah to the hospital and at 12:00 AM, Sarah’s water 
broke. At that point, I was trying to call around to see if someone would be willing to cover the rest of 
my shift and was not able to get in touch with anyone. I did not want to miss Caleb’s birth so at 2:00 AM, 
I got into a fire truck and went up to the hospital (I did receive permission thankfully!). The deal was as 
long as we did not get any calls, I could stay at the hospital with a fire truck until my shift ended. At 3:50 
AM is when the doctors and nurses all came in to start the process of Sarah giving birth to Caleb. At 3:55 
AM, Caleb was born. We were extremely happy. Words could not really describe how happy we were. I 
witnessed the whole thing and while my wife did not realize this at the time but there were some 
complications during Caleb’s delivery. As he was coming out, the doctor noticed that his shoulders were 
stuck. She attempted to reposition him to turn him, but his chest and shoulders were so much bigger 
than his head. The doctor did her best to try to get him out without any harm being done but she did 
not have much choice. It was either shove him back into the birth canal which would have caused Caleb 
and Sarah tons of problems going forward. I guess it would help to mention that Sarah gave 100% 
natural child birth. She did not want any medications at all. So instead of shoving Caleb back into the 
birth canal, she ended up breaking his right arm (humerus). Again, I witnessed the whole thing. I kept 
calm throughout the whole thing and made sure that Sarah did not know until after she was finished 
with all her labor. The only thing we could do for his broken arm was to wrap it to his body with an ace 
bandage. Caleb also suffered quite a bit of bruising because of how fast he fell into the birth canal. This 
is what the doctor told us. So overall, it was eye opening for us because this was something totally new 
for us. With time, we adjusted with taking care of him because of his arm. We had a follow up 
appointment at the Arkansas Children’s Hospital in Little Rock on December 31th. They took x-rays of 
Caleb’s arm and the doctor told us that his arm was almost fully healed. As of now, it is almost as if his 
arm was never broken. He uses his right arm just as much as his left arm now. He also attempts to hold 
his bottle sometimes. We are so very thankful that Caleb is such a good baby. Considering all the 
trauma, we automatically assumed that he would be in pain all of the time and due to that, cry all of the 
time. Overall, we are blessed and thankful. We appreciate all your prayers and continued prayers.  
  
Sister Judy Hattaway passed away on December 5th. The family asked if I would lead the singing and 
preach at her funeral on December 10th. It was sad and encouraging at the same time. Sad knowing that 
we would not see her anymore here but encouraging knowing the type of example she left for her 
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family. Her youngest son, brother Taylor Hattaway, was the only faithful one left of that family. I am still 
keeping in contact with his older brother and sister to encourage them during their difficult time but 
Taylor is doing an excellent job. He has not allowed her death to hinder him in his service to the Lord 
and has even been more vocal in our Bible studies than before. I ask that you pray for brother Taylor as 
he transitions into life without his mother. This has been rather difficult on him because he lived with 
her to help her because she was widowed. Overall, I believe it will get better for him as time goes on. On 
a more positive note, on December 14th at around 9:00 PM, Jonathan Ashcraft, the man mentioned in 
my previous letters about studying with him called to say that he wanted to obey the Gospel. He lives in 
Star City, Arkansas so I called the brethren there that worships off Highway 425 to see if they would be 
willing to open their building and allow us to use their baptistry. They were extremely excited and were 
very willing to accommodate us. What has been very encouraging for us is brother Jonathan has been 
wanting to participate and lead in services. He has started out with doing opening / closing prayers, and 
scripture readings. He said that he is willing to do just about anything except lead singing unless nobody 
else was there to do it. We have several men who are willing to handle leading singing, myself included, 
so I think we will be taken care of in that department.  
  
I mentioned previously that I would be going to the Fire Academy starting February 24th. Due to the 
nature of my training, my spare time will be extremely limited because I will have to leave every Sunday 
evening and be gone until Friday every week. If everything goes well, I will be done with the Fire 
Academy on May 3rd. During my time at the Academy, some of the men will take over teaching our Bible 
classes on Sunday morning and Wednesday evening. I will continue to do the preaching on Sunday 
mornings and evenings before I have to go back to Camden for that next week. During the months that I 
am at the Academy, I will do my best to provide a monthly update in a timely manner.  
  
I am so thankful that you all are supporting me in my efforts to preach the Gospel here in Monticello. 
While we have grown in number, I want to make it known that is not the only important aspect in 
growth in the local church. We must grow spiritually as Christians and we are doing our best to take the 
necessary steps to continue to grow spiritually.  
  
I pray that all is going well for everyone there and that you all had a wonderful holiday season!  
 
--  
Lee Elkins 
 


