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To the brethren 
  
It is so hard to believe that we are done with the month of November. There have been some ups and 
downs this past month but overall, we are doing well.  
  
I was beginning to think that we all were going to dodge getting sick this month. Right before the 
Thanksgiving break, my youngest son Nathaniel got sick. He started complaining about his right ear 
hurting him. We knew instantly once he started complaining that he must have an ear infection. 
Nathaniel has a high tolerance for pain and sure enough when I took him to the doctor, he said that he 
had a “wicked bad” ear infection. He was prescribed antibiotics which had did upset his stomach a little 
but overall, he recovered from the ear infection rather quickly. The rest of us have been doing good, 
other than the occasional sniffles. Sarah is doing excellent with her pregnancy. Her most recent 
appointment was Monday 11/26 and her doctor said that everything is normal. Sarah’s blood pressure 
readings, blood sugar readings, baby measurements, heartbeat, etc.; is all good. The doctor said three 
more weeks. We know that anything could happen between now and then, so we are taking this day by 
day. We are very excited and are praying that Caleb is a healthy baby.  
  
Lauren, Logan, and Nathaniel are doing good in school. With it being the holiday season, everything 
seems so jumbled up, but the first semester of school is almost at an end! They all had a full week off 
school for the Thanksgiving break. To them, the break was a tease. I think they are ready for the big 
Christmas break between semesters.  
  
In general, I would say that the local church is doing excellent but there have been a few hiccups that 
have occurred. These are all things that will eventually work themselves out. To start, there are two 
families that worships here who are going through a terrible time. These are separate issues, but their 
problems seemed to hit all at the same time. The Hattaway family is one of the families that drives all 
the way from Crossett to attend services. It is 50 miles just one way on a very small two-lane highway. 
Sister Judy Hattaway went to the hospital 11/25, Sunday night having stomach and chest pains. The 
hospital in Crossett is a very small hospital and they found that her cardiac enzymes were high (heart 
attack). Due to the nature of her issues, they transferred her to the Arkansas Heart Hospital in Little 
Rock. They found that she also had an infection which caused her all her stomach issues (diverticulitis) 
on top of the heart attack. She is still currently in the hospital and is having kidney function problems 
that has compounded the problem as well. Her son, brother Taylor, has been at the hospital all week 
with her with very minimal help from the family. I offered to relieve him for a little bit, but he is hoping 
that his aunt and brother will be relieving him soon. Judy needs prayers as she continues to receive 
treatment and waits to have more questions answered as far as her condition goes.  The other family 
going through a crisis is the new guy who started attending worship with sister Scarlotte Holcomb. His 
name is Jonathan Ashcraft and I mentioned in my last letter that we are working on trying to convert 
him. Jonathan and Scarlotte will be getting married soon. The crisis that is now plaguing them is his 
three-year-old daughter, Alexis, is saying that her mother’s boyfriend has been touching her. This is a 
very recent development and not much can be said about this issue as I write this letter. What we do 
know is his ex-wife does not believe her own daughter and now an ugly custody battle is about to ensue 
over their children. Jonathan has already been dealing with health issues regarding his heart. He is 
supposed to go back to the doctor on December 14th for them to go over his heart monitor and 
determine if his heart function is higher than what it was before. At the lowest functioning rate, it was 
functioning at 10%. If the medication and therapy that they have placed him on has not raised his heart 
function up, they will place him on the heart transplant list. If there is improvement, then they will 
continue to use therapy and medication. The process is extremely slow, and he is having to live on short-
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term disability which is not very much now. He was working at a paper mill in Pine Bluff called Evergreen 
Packaging but him continuing employment there will be determined on what happens with his health. 
Through all of this, Jonathan is still studying with us. We are praying that he will obey the Gospel, get 
more answers regarding his health, and that these issues regarding his children will be resolved soon.  
  
For the benefit of those who may have questions regarding Scarlotte and Jonathan getting married and 
whether it is scriptural. Both of their previous marriages ended with their spouses committing adultery 
and filing for divorce. If someone has any further question, please contact me. I can assure you that we 
are following the biblical pattern as the scriptures teach concerning marriage, divorce, and remarriage.  
  
Other things concerning the local church is our Bible classes transitioning to new studies. Our Sunday 
morning Bible class went into the book of Galatians and our Wednesday night study will be getting into 
Numbers on the first (possibly the second) Wednesday of December. My wife has been teaching the 
children’s class on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings, but she will now be taking a break since 
she will be having Caleb soon. Sister Paula Majors will be taking over the children’s class the first Sunday 
in December.  
  
On November 4th, my lesson was "Why Are You Waiting". On November 11th, my lesson was "Spiritual 
Maturity". On November 18th, my lesson was "Daily Things To Make Us Better". On November 25th, my 
lesson was "The Greatest Commandment". 
  
I also would like to mention that I am still preparing myself to go to the Arkansas Fire Academy. The date 
was changed from January 6th, 2019 to February 24th, 2019. The first week will be a first responder class, 
then seven weeks of classes/training for Firefighter I / Firefighter II, and then two weeks of learning how 
to operate fire apparatus. I will be in Camden, Arkansas throughout each week and will get to go home 
on weekends. I ask that you all pray for my family and myself as I continue to prepare for that and while 
I am there.  
  
I pray that all is going well for you all and that the work is growing. I am very thankful for all the support 
you all have been giving me. If you have any questions. Please feel free to contact me!  
 
--  
Lee Elkins 
 


