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To the brethren 
  
Another month has passed, and things seem to be going well for us here in Monticello. I pray that this 
letter finds you all doing well.  
  
It is getting to be the time of year where illnesses take over and plague everyone one by one. When the 
local pharmacies began advertising that they were having flu vaccinations, we agreed that it would be 
best for us to all get our flu vaccines since Sarah is pregnant. Sarah and I went to a local pharmacy for 
our vaccines, our boys got theirs through their schools, and Lauren got hers when she had an 
appointment with her doctor for a regular checkup. Thankfully, none of us have become sick and we are 
continuing to take extra precaution to protect Sarah with her pregnancy, so she will not get sick. She 
continues to receive good reports at her monthly doctor appointments which will now transition into 
every two weeks until December. Once we get to December, her appointments will be weekly. We were 
somewhat concerned that some issues may arise during this pregnancy since Sarah is a little older this 
time than her previous ones, but everything is going great. We ask that you continue to pray for her.  
  
Lauren, Logan, and Nathaniel are all doing well in school. Lauren currently has a 3.0 grade point average. 
She is working hard this semester to stay on top of everything. She continues to work a part-time job 
while going to school which is allowing her to have some spending money and to save money as well. It 
was the last weekend of October, she was invited with only a select few from the UAM choir to travel to 
Knoxville, Tennessee to watch an opera. All expenses were paid, and she was able to meet some people 
who work in the music industry. She is majoring in music, so this trip was very beneficial to her. Logan 
was on the All A’s Honor Roll and won an award called the “Outstanding Gardener Award” because they 
work on a small garden while at school. Nathaniel does not receive letter grades yet. They do a number 
system “1s, 2s, and 3s”. A 1 means that the child needs to work on the subject. A 2 means that the child 
is where they are supposed to be on the subject. A 3 means that the child has “mastered” the subject. 
Nathaniel has all 2s and 3s. Sarah and I are both very proud of our kids. All three of them work very 
hard. 
  
Before I write about how the local church is doing here specifically, I would like to draw your attention 
to a growing problem within local churches around the country. A false doctrine is on the rise once again 
(that is obviously not something new) but it is starting to become new here in the southern, 
southeastern portion of the United States. There are several ways to describe this doctrine or by name. 
Some call it “AD 70 Doctrine”, some know it as “Max King’s Doctrine”, and others may call it “Realized 
Eschatology”. There have been several men in the Michigan, Illinois, and Indiana region that have been 
holding seminars and lectureships about this doctrine. They have recently traveled all the way down to 
Memphis, Tennessee as well in order to teach this doctrine. Some have an idea about what is going on, 
but others do not seem to be too concerned about it. I do not want to waste too much of your time 
about this matter, but I do want to make it very clear that this doctrine is contrary to what the scriptures 
teach regarding the return of Jesus Christ. I do not support this doctrine and I do not support those who 
teach this doctrine.  
  
The local church here in Monticello is doing well. With the recent addition of sister Lyna along with her 
son, we have also had another visitor that has been coming regularly as well. His name is Jonathan 
Ashcraft. When he has his kids, he brings them as well. He has one boy and one girl. His boy, Ruger, is 8 
years old. His girl, Alexis, is 4 years old. He recently started coming with one of the families that attends 
here. I do not know much about his background as far as religion is concerned. He has said that most of 
his family were Baptists, but he does not claim to be one. Jonathan is in a difficult situation in his life. He 
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is in his 30s, I think he is around 38 years old, and he is already in heart failure. He has been wearing a 
heart monitor for several weeks and will have to continue wearing it until they decide what their plans 
are for him as far as surgery goes. Jonathan is under the assumption that he will need to be placed on 
the heart transplant list. If this is the case, this will be a very lengthy process for him. At this point, he 
does not have any answers. I have been studying with him for several weeks and when it looks like we 
have made progress, something happens, and we start all over. I do not want this to sound like I become 
upset or anything. I hope that these setbacks are nothing more than just Jonathan trying to reassure 
that what he is reading from the Bible, is in fact the truth. He admits that he has what he calls “mental 
blocks” because he has had trouble reconciling that there are so many different denominations and that 
they are wanting to go to the same place. This is something that can be easily worked on, but I do not 
want him to feel that we are smothering him without giving him time to make his decision.  We are 
finishing up our Bible study in 2 Corinthians and will transition into Galatians on Sunday mornings. Our 
Wednesday night study is still in Leviticus, but we are close to finishing that study as well.  
  
On October 4th, my lesson was “Not What I Expected”. On October 11th, my lesson was “Hardened By 
Deceit”. On October 18th, my lesson was “What Kind Of Religion Do You Have?”. On October 25th, my 
lesson was “Having Doubt In Your Life?”.  
  
I ask that you all continue to pray for my family and the local work here in Monticello. I am very thankful 
for all the support that you all have been giving to me. I pray that your efforts continue to go well and 
that you all continue to grow as we all continue to preach the Gospel. 
 
--  
Lee Elkins 
 


