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To the brethren 
  
It is my hope and prayer that this letter finds you all doing well. It is so hard to believe that we are 
already in the month of October! We are doing great and I am excited to share everything that has been 
going on with the local church and my family.  
  
Lauren, Logan, and Nathaniel are all enjoying school so far. Lauren has had a lot of transition with this 
being her first year in college, but she is adjusting very well. For those of you who have been to college, 
you understand how it can be in the first year of college. We are extremely proud of how she has carried 
herself so far. She has continued to hold her part-time job while going to school and it is on campus 
thankfully. I told her before she started college that having the part-time job would help her financially 
because she did not have any money. Coming out of the foster care system with no family, she had no 
money to her name after she left the group home that she lived in. That is a completely different 
discussion that I could go on and on about, but I will leave that for another time. We try to help her with 
the things that she needs as much as we can. She works so hard to get the things that she has. She has 
realized, especially after starting college, that you must work for the things that you want. Again, my 
wife and I cannot express enough how proud we are of her. Logan is our little bookworm. He has always 
enjoyed school and is doing great. I mentioned in the previous letter that my wife and I are so excited 
for him because of the things that his school offers him. These after-school programs really do help a lot 
of these kids who go home and are not allowed to do anything that is extracurricular because of 
financial woes. Even though these activities are through the school, their participation rates seem to be 
doing good. Logan said that most of his homeroom class participates in the after-school program. Logan 
has not decided which one is his favorite yet. It usually depends on what they are doing at the time. He 
seems to be most excited for the robotics class, but I think it is starting off a little slow for him. Soon 
enough they will start working on the more interesting things and that will more than likely take the 
cake then. He is enjoying archery and chess as well. He still has not challenged me in a game of chess 
yet. I think he is trying to bamboozle me because he is starting to learn a lot about strategy, but we will 
see about that. Nathaniel is our little ham when it comes to school. Joking aside, he loves school. He also 
loves the social aspects of school as well. Before Nathaniel started school, his interest in school was 
minimal at best. Because of that, we were not sure if he was going to like school. Through his years of 
Pre-K and now actually starting Kindergarten, we see that he overall enjoys school.  
  
My wife, Sarah, is continuing to do well with her pregnancy. Every doctor appointment she has had so 
far has gone well and the baby seems to be doing well. With every checkup, the heart beat seems 
normal and his growth is good. Overall health wise for us all, we are doing good. My wife and I got our 
flu shot the last week of September because the flu is already starting up. Our boys are scheduled to get 
their flu shots sometime in second week of October through the school district so hopefully, we will be 
protected from getting the flu. My weight loss plan is still going great. My hope is to lose another 20 
pounds by January. I think I might be able to reach that goal because now that it is getting cooler, I am 
starting to do more running than lifting weights and working out in the gym. I am hoping that by 
running, that will help jumpstart a little more weight loss.  
  
There has been quite a bit of transition going on here at the local church. Due to one of the new 
converts having young children, we were finally able to start working on getting a class going for them. 
We also had someone place membership with us in the month of September as well. I have known her 
family all my life. Her name is Lyna Gulledge and she used to worship at the Grady Church of Christ. Her 
maiden name was Branson. She lives in Monticello but the driving back and forth between Monticello 
and Grady was becoming difficult on her. Driving from Monticello to Grady is around 40 miles or so. If 
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the highway between Grady and Monticello was a larger highway, it would not be a difficult drive, but it 
is not a large highway. It is a small two-lane highway in the middle of no-where. She felt that it would be 
best to place membership with us and we have several kids now. Her son, James, is in 6th grade and that 
would give him an opportunity to be around other children his age. We began looking for stackable 
chairs, so we could set up the children’s class in the front space that is divided by a small wall partition. 
We found two that was for sale by a local daycare here in Monticello and then the Highway 79 Church of 
Christ in Pine Bluff offered us as many chairs as we needed to get the class started. They also gave us 
some insight on some of the materials they use for their children’s classes. We are very thankful for their 
assistance and effort in helping us. The material we chose to go with is titled “All Things Made New”. 
The lesson plans through this material is set up for Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. Our first 
children’s Bible class was on September 30th, the last Sunday of the month and it went great. My wife 
offered to teach the class until she has Caleb. We also have two substitute teachers ready on stand-by 
just in case as well. In the adult Bible class, we are still studying in Leviticus on Wednesday evenings and 
in 2 Corinthians on Sunday mornings.  
  
I preached on a variety of topics this past month. On September 2nd, I preached on “Death and Living”. 
September 9th, I preached on “Growing Weary of God”. September 16th, I preached on “Being Workers 
For The Lord”. September 30th, I preached on “The Silence of Mary”. On September 23rd, one of the 
brethren, Ashton Wilson, had asked earlier in the month if he could preach on the September 23rd so he 
preached that Sunday morning. His sermon title was “Dealing with Anxiety and Life”. He did a good job 
presenting his lesson.  
  
I ask that you all continue to pray for my family and the local work here in Monticello. I am very thankful 
for all the support that you all have been giving to me. I pray that your efforts continue to go well and 
that you all continue to grow as we all continue to preach the Gospel. 
 
--  
Lee Elkins 
 


