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To the brethren 
  
It is my hope and prayer that this letter will help give you some insight of what has been going on 
recently with the local work of the Church here in Monticello and my family. With the start up of school, 
we have been extremely busy.  
  
School is back in session and it feels like we have been going nonstop! I am confident that this is how we 
have felt every year previously when school would start. We are doing our best to adjust to having our 
children back in school with the addition of a teenager in her first year of college. Logan is now in 4th 
grade and it is amazing what all they are offering now for his age group. When I was in 4th grade, we had 
basic math, science, English, and social studies. Depending on how the student is doing in their classes, 
they can sign up for up to three special classes that is offered after school and sometimes during school 
hours if the weather permits. I do not remember all the classes that were offered but Logan chose to 
participate in as many as he could, the maximum allowed was 3 additional classes. He chose archery, 
chess, and robotics. Sarah and I are both extremely excited for him because these are things that we 
never got to experience from school when we were his age. It is amazing at what all is being offered to 
our children, even at smaller school districts. Nathaniel is now officially in Kindergarten and let me just 
say that this is going to be an adventure with him. I do not mean for this to sound bad, but he 
approaches school differently than Logan. They both enjoy going to school. Nathaniel is more of a social 
butterfly than Logan. He has had some notes sent home saying that he is “a little chatty”. The boy does 
not meet a stranger when it comes to other kids and he apparently does yield to the temptation of 
talking with his neighboring classmates. Other than that, he is doing good in school. This is obviously 
something that we will continue to work with him as far as being too talkative to his other classmates, 
but we are so thankful that both of our boys are enjoying school. Our 18-year-old, Lauren, is now 
officially off to college. She is finding out that being responsible is not as easy as it seems. We have all 
been there before. Everything is nice and easy when we are living with our parents or with someone 
taking care of us. Once we move out on our own, we begin to see exactly how much our parents took 
care of us. This is not to say that we just dumped her. We are trying to teach her that she will not be 
handed everything now that she is an adult. When she moved in with us, we helped her in many of the 
different processes that she had to go through regarding getting her a part-time job, her drivers permit, 
etc. Even before she moved to the dorms, we helped her get a part-time job on campus, so she could 
start to save a little bit of money and have some spending money as well because she did not have any 
money in her name when she left the group home, Vera Lloyd. Overall though, she is enjoying her 
college experience so far. 
  
In other news regarding my family. My wife is now 23 weeks along in her pregnancy. One of her friends 
put together a small gender reveal party for us and we found out that we are going to have another boy! 
Both of our boys went nuts when they saw that it was going to be a boy. We used a water pack (fire tank 
pack) to reveal the gender. It is tool that firefighters use to fight grass fires and wildfires. It was much 
easier to use that instead of trying to use a fire truck. Since we are limited in the number of fire trucks, I 
did not want to chance putting a truck out of service and then having a big fire call while we were doing 
the gender reveal. It worked out wonderful though, so we were all happy. We have already decided on a 
name, Caleb Easton Elkins. We are all doing well health wise with no serious issues going on. I am still 
trying to lose weight in preparation for the Fire Academy in January. I think that I have hit a plateau 
now, but I plan on trying to change my diet a little bit to help this process along. I ask that you all keep 
my family, especially my wife, in your prayers.  
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The local work here in Monticello is doing well. We have had some growth over the past two months. In 
the month of July, we had two baptisms. The first one was Scarlett Holcomb. She lives in Star City and 
drives to Monticello every Sunday and Wednesdays for worship and Bible study. It is about a 25-minute 
drive one way. To give a little backstory on her, she went to high school with my wife when she 
attended Rison High School. She has been a family friend for years. She was raised with a 
Baptist/Pentecostal background. It was around late May or early June of this year, she would show up 
on Wednesday evenings for Bible study. She eventually began to come to services on Sundays. About a 
month went by and she started to ask questions about the church. What made us different, how could 
she join, etc. We did our best to answer her questions. On July 19th, she was texting my wife asking 
questions about baptism. Her understanding was that she was already immersed in water for the 
remission of sins when she was attending a Pentecostal church. My wife and I explained that she was 
not baptized into the one true church. Her baptism was a denominational baptism and it is the Lord who 
adds to His church. We could tell that when we began to tell her this while providing scriptures to show 
her the truth, she began to realize the truth. We offered to go to her house after she got off work so 
that we could study some more. We loaded up and drove up to Star City and just hung out with her. Our 
kids played with her kids (she has two girls) and we talked about the Gospel some more but this time it 
was face to face instead of just text messaging. I had a feeling that she was going to obey the Gospel 
that night and I could tell that my wife was getting a little antsy. It was starting to get late, it was around 
9:00pm, we had been there since 4:00pm, but she finally expressed that she wanted to be baptized into 
Christ so that she could be added to the Lord’s church. Scarlett has a huge bathtub and it was late, so we 
filled it up and baptized her right there. Our 18-year-old was with us when all of this happened. While 
we were talking with Scarlett, Lauren was asking questions as well. Even on the ride home that night, 
she continued asking questions. That next Sunday, July 22nd, Lauren came forward seeking to obey the 
Gospel by putting Christ on in baptism. As soon as we said the final prayer, we reached out to a friend of 
ours who helps manage the city pool here in Monticello. She came straight to the pool to unlock it for us 
and then I baptized Lauren. They are both doing well so far. Another add-on to this story is that Scarlett 
took in two foreign exchange students. One is a senior in high school and she is from Taiwan. Her name 
is Wei-chin (I think that is how you spell it). The other one is a sophomore and she is from Columbia. Her 
name is Isabella. I am not sure how Wei-chin feels about Christianity, but Isabella has already begun to 
ask questions about the Church of Christ. Her family is Catholic and according to her, only her Dad is a 
practicing Catholic. The rest of her family does not go but merely claims Catholicism as their preference 
in religion.  
  
This is something that we will continue to work on. We are very excited about the progress that the local 
church has made and are praying that we will continue to grow not just in number, but spiritually as 
well. Our Sunday morning Bible study has transitioned into 2 Corinthians and our Wednesday evening 
Bible study is now in Leviticus.  
  
I ask that you all continue to pray for my family and the local work here in Monticello. I am very thankful 
for all the support that you all have been giving to me. I pray that your efforts continue to go well and 
that you all continue to grow as we all continue to preach the Gospel. 
 
--  
Lee Elkins 
 


