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To the brethren  
 
I hope this letter finds you all well. There are some exciting things going on for us as a family. I would like 
for you all to know that I am appreciative of all the prayers and support you have been giving. 
 
I mentioned in my last update letter that we were working on adding a new addition to our family. I am 
very excited to be able to say that everything was approved through the Department of Human Services 
for Lauren to come live with us until she goes off to college. That is not the only benefit regarding this 
decision but that was one of the more important issues addressed because now she will have a place to 
stay when school is out. Another benefit is the fact that we will be able to handle all of her paperwork 
regarding DHS, her court dates, medical, and financial status. In doing this, we will be able to teach her 
life skills regarding all of these things and other things as well. She has lived within a group home setting 
for over three years and has been in the Foster care system since she was very young, around three 
years old. Lauren will be living with us until August and then she will move into her dorm room at the 
University of Arkansas-Monticello.  
 
I also have another exciting announcement to make regarding our family. My wife, Sarah, is pregnant! 
According to all of the tests, it was determined that she was 4-5 weeks pregnant. Initially I must admit 
that I was rather shocked but at the same time, extremely happy. We both are looking forward to the 
time when we can find out if the baby is a boy or girl. That will be around week 16-18 if I remember 
correctly from when she was pregnant with Nathaniel. I ask that you pray for my wife as she progresses 
through the different trimesters of pregnancy. So far, she has not experienced any serious morning 
sickness so we are thankful for that. We simply pray that she has a healthy pregnancy. The rest of us are 
doing well. Logan and Nathaniel are wrapping up their final days of school, baseball, and soccer. I am 
doing well and I am enjoying my job as a full-time Firefighter. I will put more detail regarding why I am 
enjoying it as I explain the work of the local church.  
 
The local church is continuing to do well. I am continuing within the 52-lesson series on Sunday morning 
regarding the Christian's attitude with the same process that I described in my last update. I preach a 
topic on Sunday morning and then on Sunday evening's, we have a more interactive study on Sunday 
morning's lesson. We are also continuing our study in 1 Corinthians in Sunday morning Bible class and 
on Wednesday evening we are in Exodus. Both studies have been very profitable and applicable. I 
implied above that being a Firefighter has offered me new opportunities for reaching out to the public. 
For the most part, I have had some very good interactions with the public in general regarding my work 
as a Firefighter and Evangelist. In fact, I was recently invited to one of the school's here in Monticello to 
teach Fire Safety for the kids. I also have been able afforded the opportunity to speak with grieving 
families when we have had some fires and wrecks. Thankfully we have not had any fatalities recently but 
I have been communicating with several families and I am hoping that they will continue to study with 
me and eventually get them to start coming to worship services.  
 
On a sad note, I do ask that you pray for the Baughn family here at the local church. On April 25th, sister 
Ruth Baughn was at Wal-Mart shopping. As she was walking down one of the aisles in Wal-Mart, a man 
walked up behind her and punched her in the eye. The situation itself was extremely frustrating and 
confusing. The man did not rob her. All he did was assaulted her and ran away. It made absolutely no 
sense and because of that, it was assumed that she just fell and that nothing really happened to her. 
Several assumed this based on her age and just thought that she was a "little old lady". We have several 
police officers on the Volunteer Fire Department here in Monticello so I reached out to the them 
regarding the incident. I informed them that sister Ruth was very sound in mind and that she would not 
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just make this up. Thankfully, the man who assaulted sister Ruth was arrested and has been charged 
with a felony. His own mother turned him into the police! If you would like to read the article posted on 
a local blogger's website, the link is below.  
 
http://www.monticellolive.com/mpd-can-you-identify-this-man/ 
 
I ask for continued prayers for my family and I as we transition Lauren into our family and begin 
preparing to bring another baby into our family. I also ask that you pray for the efforts of the local 
church here in Monticello.  I am thankful for all the support you all have been giving me that has allowed 
me to continue to preach the Gospel. I pray that your efforts are going well and that you continue to 
grow not just in number, but spiritually.  
 
--  
Lee Elkins 
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