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To the Elders at Fairview Park Church of Christ 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to give you guys an update on how things are going on here at the 
local work and myself this past month. I hope and pray that everything is going well for all of you this 
past month.  
 
As far as the local work goes, it is doing well. We recently began to have a new regular visitor on 
Wednesday evenings who is apparently a member of the church or at least that is what I have been told. 
He apparently goes to school here at UAM but on the weekends, he goes back home to Stuttgart, and 
worships there. I am not aware of any sound churches in that area (correct me if I am wrong) but I have 
not been in that area in years. He seems to be interested in our studies so it is our hope and prayer that 
he continues to come and eventually begins worshiping with us. We are still in the process of looking for 
a new location for our assembly. This has been a difficult process because rental property here is either 
way too expensive or too small. This may sound bad but property owners here act as if their property is 
prime real estate and that you should be paying double for what it is worth. The other problem with this 
is the fact that it is practically the same people who own all of the property in this area. There is only a 
select few in this city who owns available property. So at this time, we are still looking. All of our services 
went by in a normal fashion this past month except for the last Sunday of the month, 01/31/2016. It was 
near the end of our service during the invitation song when everything turned really emotional for 
everybody there. Just to give you an idea of the scenario, the local Church of Christ in Warren, AR sold 
their building and placed membership with us back in the last week of September 2015. When all of 
them came over, they all expressed their concern for one of the men who came over with them. He was 
a long time member there at Warren but he strayed away from the faith. He returned with them shortly 
before they merged with us but when he did, he never thought that what he did was wrong. He just 
assumed that he could stop showing up to the worship assemblies / Bible classes and then return back 
as if nothing ever happened. From my understanding, he had stopped going there for almost two years. 
His wife was faithful in going but he was not. So when Warren merged with us, he and his wife came 
over as well. Out of both of them, they maybe have missed two Sundays due to being out of town. I was 
kind of confused about the whole situation. This man would participate in our Bible classes and would 
make excellent comments. Just from my perspective, he seemed to be a good Bible student. Also from 
what I had heard, he was an excellent song leader and I could tell because when I would lead singing, he 
had an excellent bass voice. Things just were not adding up and I felt that there was a need for a specific 
series of lessons to be taught to hopefully help. Well, as we were finishing up the invitation song this 
past Sunday (01/31/2016), he came forward and responded to the invitation. He acknowledged and 
made it known that he had a problem that he was needing to address. He admitted that for the longest 
time, he always thought that he was "fine" and was not in a position of losing his soul. After mentioning 
that, he said that he felt that he was wrong and that he has changed his mind. He wanted everyone to 
know that he had changed and that he was going to do his best to do better from now on. This was very 
encouraging for me because this is what it is all about. The angels in Heaven rejoice over one sinner who 
repents. It is not always about the ninety-nine and sometimes when you see the one, it really 
encourages you to do better. I just ask that you continue to pray for us as we continue to do our best in 
growth and in our work here in Monticello. 
 
My family and I have been doing good this past month. The only hiccup that comes to mind would be 
my three year old, Nathaniel. It was not too long ago when he had tubes put in his ears. A few days ago, 
we began to see a dark colored discharge coming from his left ear. It was a brown colored discharge. We 
took him to the doctor and he said that Nathaniel's body is reacting to the plastic tubes. He gave us 
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some steroid drops to put in his ears but if it continues to happen then Nathaniel will need to have the 
tubes removed. So other than that, we have been doing pretty good health wise.  
 
This is the part of the letter that I have not been looking forward to writing. I mentioned in my last 
update that I would be starting work at the Human Development Center in Warren, AR. It did not work 
out as planned. I do not wish to drag out this update anymore than it has to be but this was just a 
terrible situation. The lady who interviewed, drug tested, and hired me was not being honest about the 
job or anything closely related to the job. Everything that I was told was a blatant lie just to get me to 
show up to work there with the hopes of me just "putting up" with it. I have never seen a more 
disorganized place in all of my years of working secular jobs and that is not a very long time. When I 
showed up for my first day of training, nobody knew that I was supposed to be there. They had no 
paperwork for me, no sign-in sheet to show that I showed up, and even the woman who was supposed 
to train me had a terrible attitude about the whole thing. So instead of me getting my two weeks of 
training, she ships me off to another set of supervisors who did not know what to do with me and they 
did the same thing as well. I was passed around to a different set of supervisors almost every two hours. 
Near the end of the day, I begin to ask when should I show back up. Nobody could tell me, not even the 
lady who hired me could tell me when to come back. This was the biggest train wreck I have ever been 
apart of. So they tell me to wait until they hire more people and then they would train me but I needed 
to show up and work as a "Residential Care Assistant" until they could train me to be a "Residential Care 
Assistant". I declined that offer. I simply could not work for an institution that is ran by people who have 
no idea what they are doing. I was there for one day and had more stress on my shoulders than I ever 
did working anywhere else. After all of this happened, I started applying for jobs again and have been 
seeking to find more support from other local churches as well. I have had three interviews so far but I 
have not heard back from anyone.  
 
I am also losing support from one of the churches that supports me as well. It will not be all at once but 
over a period of time. The local church in Haynesville, LA originally supported me with $1,100 per month 
but it will be dropping down to $300 per month. It will go down each month by $200 until it reaches 
$300. With all of that said, I am doing my best to focus on my day to day circumstances. Hopefully Lord 
willing, I will be able to find more support or a job to help supplement my income so that I can continue 
to support my family.  
 
I am thankful for the support that you guys continue to send me. I want you to know that I really 
appreciate your prayers and words of encouragement as I continue to work here at this local church. It 
encourages me to see brethren in other areas working and striving to do the Lord's will. I hope and pray 
that the work continues to grow and prosper. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns. You 
may contact me anyway you wish. My contact information will be below. 
 
870-260-0769 Cell Phone 
870-210-3651 Home Phone 
lelkins@monticellococ.org Email Address 
808 Highway 278 W 11B Monticello, AR 71655  Home Address 
http://www.monticellococ.org/  Church Website 
https://www.youtube.com/user/mastersniperjinx/videos Youtube channel 


