
Pentecostalism—History

• Late 1800s, early 1900s—growing emphasis on work 
and person of  Holy Spirit, especially among Holiness 
churches

• Occasional claims of  charismatic revival popped up in 
isolated groups

• 1900—Charles Fox Parham teaches that speaking in 
tongues is the scriptural evidence for baptism with the 
Holy Spirit

• This baptism with the Spirit was a third experience, 
after conversion and sanctification



Pentecostalism—History

• Parham believed these were actual languages, which 
would change missionary work dramatically

• Parham trains William Seymour

• 1906-1909—Azusa Street revival, Los Angeles

• Viewed as Holy Spirit outpouring

• Many early practices—racial unity, women in 
leadership—later faded as the movement aged

• Major division in 1914 over nature of  God



Pentecostalism—History

• “Oneness Pentecostals” believe Jesus is only person in 
Godhead—division with those who believed in 
Trinity

• Viewed critically by denominational world initially

• Charismatic Movement (1960 forward) emphasized 
Holy Spirit working and gifts among other 
denominations, Protestant and Catholic



Pentecostalism—Overview

• Pentecostals believe that Christians should expect and 
seek Holy Spirit baptism, evidenced by speaking in 
tongues

• Most Pentecostals—salvation through faith and 
repentance, with Spirit baptism a blessing

• Oneness Pentecostals—water baptism and Spirit 
baptism are necessary for salvation

• Baptism with Spirit intense personal experience that 
must be eagerly sought through prayer



Pentecostalism—Overview

• Pentecostals believe that all the spiritual gifts of  the 
NT have been restored in modern times, but 
particular emphasis is placed on tongues (as initial 
sign of  baptism) and healing

• They argue that the point of  these gifts is to empower 
for service and edify the church

• By “tongues” is meant speaking in other languages, 
rarely asserted to be unlearned human languages

• Pentecostals are not Calvinistic—once saved, always 
saved, for example, is rejected



Pentecostalism—Overview

• Gift of  healing

• Some association with “health and wealth gospel”

• Endtime concerns blend in with theology



Pentecostalism—Toward 
Understanding

• Pentecostals place high value on Scripture

• Pentecostal worship emphasizes spontaneity and the 
work of  the Spirit

• Pentecostals also are very concerned about practical 
morality—dancing, alcohol, smoking, dress, 
appearance

• High degree of  faith that God is working today, 
seeing God’s hand in everyday events—notable in 
their speech



Pentecostalism—Toward 
Understanding

• Most Pentecostals believe in a combination of  intense 
spiritual experience and Bible truth

• They believe they have felt what the Bible teaches and 
connect their experiences to revealed truth



Pentecostalism—Toward 
Understanding

Similarities

• A “restoration” movement

• High view of  Scripture

• Strong concern about morality

• Not Calvinistic

• Some belief  in baptism as part of  salvation process



Pentecostalism—Engaging

• The key issue: Does experience trump Scripture?  

• Ask about experience—lots of  questions

• What do you think was happening there?  Explain 
biblically

• Does that match up with the biblical gift of  tongues?

• If  I could show from Scripture that this is incorrect, 
would you believe the Scripture or your experience?



Pentecostalism—Engaging

• The biblical gift of  tongues is not the same as the 
modern “gift”

• Biblical gift speaks of  other languages (see Acts 2) 
(helps to remember that “tongue” means “language”)

• Where are the other gifts?  

• Why should I trust these experiences over others?

• What is the purpose of  the gifts?

• All of  these questions are intended to call into 
question the authority of  this experience



Pentecostalism—Engaging

• If  we can agree to analyze the Bible rather than trust 
our emotions, we can discuss other issues that divide 
us


