
Adventism—History

• 1830s and 1840s—William Miller, Baptist preacher 
who began making predictions about Jesus’ second 
coming (advent)

• Based on interpretation of  Daniel’s 70 weeks (9:24) 
and 2300 days (8:14) as years
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• 1830s and 1840s—William Miller, Baptist preacher 
who began making predictions about Jesus’ second 
coming (advent)

• Based on interpretation of  Daniel’s 70 weeks (9:24) 
and 2300 days (8:14) as years

• Predicted Jesus’ return in 1843, then 1844, then 1845

• The “Great Disappointment”—many of  Miller’s 
followers abandoned him and his teachings



Adventism—History

• Some continued as Millerites—spiritualizing Jesus’ 
return in 1844, giving up the idea of  1844 as 
significant, or believing that something had happened 
in Oct 1844 that was misinterpreted (SDA)

• Some in particular began to believe and teach that 
Jesus had come into the inner sanctuary (Holy of  
Holies) on Oct 22, 1844 and begun a new phase of  
his judgment (based on Heb 9)

• These coalesced with a group of  Sabbatarians



Adventism—History

• Ellen G White—claimed to have divine visions

• Vision of  heaven, saw a halo around the 4th

commandment, not nailed to the cross

• Her teachings formed the distinctive flavor of  
Adventist churches—health, Great Controversy, 
essentiality of  obedience to all of  law (later 
interpreted to be “moral law”)

• Modern Adventists are torn on White’s legacy and 
how to view her writings—inspired?  Officially she is 
a prophetess subject to Scripture



Adventism—History
SDA Membership 1868-present

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/be/SDA_Membership.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/be/SDA_Membership.svg


Adventism—Overview

• Man does not possess a soul, just body and breath

• Death is “soul sleep”—unconsciousness at death

• Breath returns to God

• Second death is annihilation

• Rich man and Lazarus—example of  how this affects 
interpretation

• Justification by faith alone, on condition of  keeping 
moral law

• Baptism for membership, symbolic



Adventism—Overview

• Must develop purity of  life, perfect character

• Is Sabbath observance essential to salvation?

• No hell—annihilation of  body

• Moral and ceremonial law distinction

• Premillennial view—although Christ reigns in heaven 
and earth is deserted except for Satan and his angels

• Christ’s investigative judgment—a different phase of  
his work began in 1844

• Notable shift toward mainstream evangelical views



Adventism—Toward 
Understanding

• Serious Bible students, willing to appear strange, 
focused on self-discipline and obedience

• Strong belief  in modern-day revelations and ongoing 
spiritual gifts



Adventism—Toward 
Understanding

Common ground

• Emphasis on Bible study

• Bible primary source of  truth

• Seriousness about righteous living, obedience



Adventism—Engaging

• The main issue:  Is the Bible the only authority?

• Prophecy is an essential issue here—is it subject to 
the Bible?  

• Case in point:  If  Ellen White has a vision about the 
Sabbath, does it negate Col 2:16-18?  How can we 
evaluate her words?

• 1 John 4:1-6, Jude 3, Gal 1:8-9 (Deut 13:1-3)

• An important nuance of  this is the SDA tendency to 
use prophecy to “explain” Bible passages



Adventism—Engaging

• If  we cannot trust a prophet, how can we trust their 
interpretation of  a passage?

• On the Sabbath, the shift is clear—Col 2:16-18, Eph
2:14-16, Heb 7 et al

• It is clear on diet as well—Mark 7:19, Col 2:16, 1 Tim 
4:3-5

• Ultimately these matters come down to Bible vs SDA 
prophets


