
Anabaptist/Baptist

• Anabaptist—part of  “Radical Reformation” with 
Zwingli in Switzerland

• Anabaptism—re baptism, baptizing adults even if  
they had been “baptized” as babies

• Wanted to restore church to time before Constantine, 
state should have no place

• Literal interpretation of  Sermon on Mount

• Heavily persecuted by Reformers and Catholics

• Led to Mennonites, Hutterites, Amish



Anabaptist/Baptist

• Unclear if  Baptists sprang from Anabaptists

• Some believe they were English separatists (as 
opposed to Puritans)

• Also practiced “believer’s baptism” by immersion, 
although taught it was not necessary for salvation

• Mainly grew in colonial America, thrived during the 
revival periods of  “Great Awakening”

• Autonomous churches with major national 
associations and conferences



Anabaptist/Baptist

• Slavery caused a division in 1800s, resulting in the 
Southern Baptist Convention

• Many variations of  Baptist belief  and practice—
Primitive, Missionary, Southern, etc



Baptist—Toward Understanding

• Baptist teaching is very individualistic with lots of  
variation—don’t assume anything

• Scripture alone is authority

• Salvation is by faith alone but faith is a personal 
choice

• NOT Calvinistic—“soul competency”

• Yet it is common to encounter Calvinistic elements—
like once saved, always saved, random predestination, 
or total depravity



Baptist—Toward Understanding

• Strong belief  in individualism and autonomy

• Practice Lord’s Supper and immersion baptism—but 
specifically not for salvation

• Baptists are generally very evangelistic, sincerely 
committed, and believe in high moral standards

• There is a lot of  similarity here and many things to 
appreciate



Baptist—Engaging

• The key issue:  what saves us?  How are we saved?

• Emphasize similarities rather than this key 
difference—I also believe in Scripture alone, baptism 
by immersion, autonomy, etc

• Most Baptists explicitly state that baptism does not 
save and that it is completely unnecessary

• A simple study of  conversion stories in Acts—
Pentecost (Acts 2), eunuch (Acts 8), Cornelius (Acts 
10), Lydia and jailer (Acts 16) should help



Baptist—Engaging

• 1 Pet 3:21, Gal 3:26-27, Rom 6:1-4, Acts 22:16

• Probably the discussion will turn at some point to 
Eph 2:8-9 and the issue of  faith/works

• Most Baptists who are committed enough to talk with 
you really do believe we need to do things to be saved 
(believe, repent, say a prayer, etc)

• Contrast Baptist appeal to Peter’s in Acts 2

• In particular, my tone would be to emphasize how 
very close we are—but if  we are wrong on this, it is a 
really big deal



Baptist—Engaging

• While there are a few other issues of  distinction with 
Baptists (pastor system, once saved always saved, 
premillennialism), I would focus on the key issue


